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On February loth another boat journey was made, this time
to Wandel Island, and during the outward run a whale was seen
in some shallows, exploring for deeper water; after five or six
minutes of rising and sinking, he found what he sought. On
February i6th two members of the staff crossed over to Banco
Land where they found a good landing-place. The sun was so
hot on the xyth that the men worked in their shirt-sleeves. A fine
specimen of a sea-leopard was shot. Large areas of red and of
green snow were seen, this coloration being due to diatoms or
minute plants.
On March yth a successful exploring trip was made in the
motor-boat, towing a large canoe. A cairn was raised on Cape
Tuxen to serve as a hydrographical signal. The cliffs of Cape
Trois Perez were found to be over 1,500 feet in height, precipitous,
majestic and sinister. Beascocheia Bay opened out 'beyond this
cape, ending in a precipice and a large glacier. Over the glacier a
vertical wall of rock could be seen, which was thought to be part of
the upper plateau but is inaccessible from the west. Charcot pro-
ceeded about 11 miles up the bay and turned back 4 miles from its
head. Surveying and geologizing delayed the return to the Base
from Cape Trois Perez, where another call was made, until dark-
ness had set in. The remainder of the journey, among huge ice-
bergs, was most impressive and not devoid of danger, but the
searchlight guided the party back to the station. A distance of
50 miles had been covered during the day,
On March 9th Dr. Gourdon, the geologist, took a party across
the strait to explore a glacier in Danco Land. The ultimate pur-
pose of the trip was to find a way to the interior, and in this the
reconnaissance was, for the time being, successful. No difficulty
was experienced at this point; but the following day, when another
attempt was made, at Cape Rasmussen, it proved impossible to
advance beyond a height of 3,000 feet. The calving and capsiz-
ing of icebergs and large iceblocks near the ship was very frequent,
so that constant vigilance was required to avoid damage. Dr.
Charcot said that his safety was only comparative.
On March i9th Dr. Gourdon again visited the glacier and
established a camp there. Three seductive lateral valleys were dis-
covered which seemed to invite a journey into the interior, but two
of them proved useless. A week later a fall of ice at the landing-
place almost cut off the glacier from the ship; and when, on April
9th and loth, another attempt was made, it was repulsed by thick